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"Let Ua go on Unto Perfection." 
ASHLAND, OHIO, JANUARY 18,1888. 


The Opening Year. 
Tbs Old Year with Its record, 

Ii gone fore vsr more : 
Tlie New Year, full of promise, 

Standi waiting at tbe door. 
Ab I could we live It over t 

Bo sigh we or tbe past I 
Live we tbe new, at wish we now 

That we bad lived tbe latt 
That put. Its lessons teaching, 

With guiding light should shine. 
To warn from self-dependence. 

And lead to grace divine. 
Wilb bljxh reeolv* and holy, 

With purpose, firm and true, 
Let oa go forth with meekness, 

God's will and work to do. 
Then golden moments wasted, 

And days ail dark with sin, 
Shall not so sadly color 

The year we now begin. 

— B. M. Offori 


From H. R. HolBinger. 

I am etill preaching in fall, but 
gesticulate only by hali; the oth- 
er hand has a large boil. Since 
my last have baptized two young 
people and married a couple. 
Last week, between the holidays, 
I preached at La Fhz, but tbe 
weatber waa so bad that I did 
not have good attendance. Still, 
possibly, a little good may have 
been done. I know some of our 
members, aud a few others, were 
much pleased and at least a little 
encouraged. There are three 
email bands of Brethren about 
La Faz, one at Linkville, one at 
Buffalo school boose, and anoth- 
er at La Paz, all not over seven 
or eight miles apart. All those 
members are invited to meet at 
tbe Buffalo school house, on Sat 
nrday forenoon, at 11 : 00 o'clock 
Jan. 28th, with a view of organ- 
izing themselves into a congrega- 
tion and putting themselves into 
shape to do better service for the 
Master and more good for them- 
selves. There are three ministers 
living within the bounds of this 
church, either of whom is com- 
petent to take charge of a con- 
gregation, under favorable cir- 
cumstances, and yet Bro. John 
Fox, of Bunker Hill, sixty miles 
away, preaches here, and some- 
body elee preaches at Bunker 
Hill. Now this don't suit me. 
Perhaps it's none of my business, 
and then again perhaps it is, and 
at the risk of spilling water on 
somebody's work, I will at least 
write my piece. Jas. A. Kideo- 
our lives in the Bear Creek 
church, Ohio, and preaches at 
Millord, Ind., (200 miles) ; P. J. 
Brown lives in the Fair Haven 
church and preaches for the 
Bear Crook church (150 miles) ; 
and bait a dozen similar cases on 
a smaller scale are known, in 
different localities. Now this 
may have to be in some cases, 
but it is entirely too common tor 
the good of the brotherhood, and 
I would love to see tbe cues rap- 
idly grow less in number. When 
a minister is selected by a con- 
gregation and consents to become 
their pastor, he should locate 
among his people, be ordained as 
their pastor, and take charge ot 
tbe church and minister to all 
their wants in the gospel. He 
should be with his people in the 
public worship, at the Sunday 
school, at tbe prayer meeting, 
social meetings, visit them in 
their homes, in sickness, at funer- 
als, at marriages ; be one of their 
number, sop ported by them, ac- 


countable to them, and watching 
over them. Then ha can be and 
may be their pastor. 

Now this I would like to see 
brought about. I bave no ob- 
jection to ministers changing 
about ; I rather like it. I know 
of no way of preventing them 
from going to where they can 
get the best support. There 
might be a better method of dis- 
tributing oar labors, but we have 
no such system among at. It tbe 
La Paz church which is to be, 
will select brother John Fox to 
preaoh for them, and he accepts 
their call, then bo it so ; let Bro. 
Fox move among them and take 
charge and go to work. Then I 
would like to see brethren Mas 
sens, Kothenberger and Abbott 
similarly located and put to work. I 
don't know much person ally, about 
these brethren ; have not heard 
them preach, and am not author- 
ized to advertise lor theru, but 
their neighbors tell me they can 
preach, and^as pastors are in de- 
mand among us, I would so love 
to seo all our men put to work 
who afe willing to do so; don't 
you understand ? Can not the 
Indiana committee on missions 
(or what do you call it T) do some- 
thing lor the scattered ministers 
and churches ? I have frequent 
calls trom churches around roe, 
but have all I can do at home, 
having four solid hour's work 
every Sunday. I manage to run 
away sometimes week days, when 
strongly pressed, and that at the 
risk of my health. 

We had a very pleasant time 
at our church on Christmas eve. 
Had a nice Christmas tree, upon 
which the parents of the Sunday 
school children and others had 
hung many nice presents tor 
their children and friends, A 
nice dressed turkey was found 
perched on one of its oraches for 
me. The children entertained 
the audience for about an hour 
with songs and declamations, to 
the delight of all. Our Sunday 
school is a grand success, and is 
doing excellent work, a number 
ot tbe scholars repeating all the 
memory verses, ot last quarter, 
with the titles and golden texts. 
We miss our brother Ewing in 
the music department. 

On New Year's eve our breth- 
ren, sisters and friends, came up- 
on us unawares, as it were, but 
not quite ; it takes a deep laid 
plot to do that successfully. Ash- 
land ie the only place that ever 
did it perfectly. The weatber 
was very bad, but a few of the 
bravest and most favored in tbe 
way of health, proximity, Ac, 
came all the same. Since they 
wanted to do it, and had all their 
arrangements made for it, I wish 
they could all have bees present, 
for I love to have all the mem- 
bers come to see at once in a 
while. And then they always 
bring something good with them, 
and take something good along 
home : increased mutual friend- 
ship. Don't you see T After they 
had been with ua a little while, 
brother Fields called the house 
to order, and then made a nice 
little speech, in which he refer- 
red to labor and rest, present 
and futnre, and then in behalf of 
the church he said he had the 


pleasure of presenting me with 
this cbair. And suiting the act- 
ion to the word ho brought in a 
very beautiful and comfortable 
rooking chair. And I waa so 
happy that I made a little speech 
also, the substance of which waa 
that I was very thankful to one 
and all. And I was and ttill am 
thankful. ' I find tbe relation of 
pastor and people a very pleas- 
ant one indeed, and in our case 
it will be hard to sever; but my 
father used to say "Die Liebe 
bindet, und die Liebe lost foj." 
Love binds and love relieves. 

H. K. HoLSINQER. 

South Bend, Ind. 

Miami Valley Items. 

We are now in the midst of a 
general tearing np, preparatory 
to our removal to Dayton. 

It is always my custom to note 
down items of interest dining 
the week, and then on Friday or 
Saturday, these are gathered to- 
gether aud eonsiitute my weekly 
items; but somehow in the bus- 
tle aud turmoil of packing, tbe 
memoranda has been ti.ispluced 
aud now I I in v.- to r. !v <in my 
memory. 

On Friday, the 6th, we went to 
Minmisburg, but as it was rain 
ing and the night very dark, we 
did not go out to the church. 

As we soon expect to be per- 
manently fixed at Dayton, we 
have decided that for the future 
we will hold our regular appoint- 
ments on Sunday. 

So many of those who attend 
onr services at Miamiaburg, are 
advanced in years and it is quite 
an effort for tbem to come after 
night, so now we will have day 
meetings. 

We will begin this new order 
of things Sunday, the 29th. On 
that day we will hold as many 
meetings as the brethren may 
appoint. Indeed 1 believe I will 
feel better satisfied, and will be 
able to rest better, when night 
comes after I bave preached 
three times. 

On Saturday we went to Pleas- 
ant Hill. Bro. Isaac Kilhetner 
had been here holding a two 
weeks' meeting. By the way the 
people talked of him, and tbe 
zeal of tbe brethren we were led 
to the conclusion that there must 
have been a revival here. 

The Sunday school at this 
place has improved wonderfully. 
On this particular Sunday tbe 
attendance was over a hundred 
and the collection in the neigh 
borhood of a dollar and a half. 

Last April the Brethren or- 
ganized a school under many 
difficulties. Although bat a tew 
of them knew anything about 
running Sunday schools, and 
even those few knew but little, 
yet they stuck to it, until now 
they have a school that is a cred- 
it to the brotherhood. 

On Monday we returned to 
onr home at Ashland, to make 
ready for onr moving. 

The other day we met Bid. 
Silas Hoover, on hit way from 
Indiana to Pennsylvania. It 
may be remembered that a few 
months ago we made some re 
marks about a debate that he 
held with a reformed minister on 
baptism. We then stated that 


Eld, Hoover was not a very good 
success at a debater. And that 
Bro. Cober had to preach sever- 
al sermons to restore the confi- 
dence of the people on this sub- 
ject. We also remarked that 
Bro. Browu had made an elabor- 
ate statement of the differences, 
to which Eld. Hoover did not 
reply, even after having announc- 
ed that he wou!d. 

It was bat natural vihen we 
met, that our conversation would 
turn on tbie matter. He thought 
that the language was stronger 
than the circumstances justified. 
While he did not lay claim " to 
any distinction as a debater, yet 
be considered that his opponent 
took every unfair advantage of 
him. Now we believe in fair 
play, and it he has been mis rep 
resented, he should have a hear- 
ing. 

Eld. II. nvcr claims that the 
minister who took the other 
side, would talk for two hours, 
there being no moderator to reg- 
nlatc matters, and then t.ho peo- 
ple getting too tired would not 
wnit to bear his reply ao had lit- 
tic chalice. 

He also says he did reply to 
Iiro. Brown. He seems to dis- 
like the bad feeling that exists 
and wishes it were otherwise. 

On last Friday alternoon, one 
ot the students requested baptism. 
So permission was asked and 
granted to use the baptistry of 
the Campbellite chur:h. 

Quite a congregation assemb- 
led to witness the ceremony. 
Our young brother John A. 
Miller officiated, with great cred 
it. Those who were present were 
very much interested iu the 
services. 

There ie bow another appli- 
cant for baptism, and probably 
two, from among our students. 

There ie quite a religious feel- 
ing among the students in the 
College, which speaks highly for 
the influence of those in charge. 

We are now on our way to at 
tend the quarterly council meet 
ing of the Mount Zion congre- 
gation, Hocking county. 

We have received several invi- 
tations to hold protracted meet- 
ings at different places. It is 
really hard lor at to refuse the 
needed help, but under the cir- 
cumstances I should be excused. 

The congregations whicb I 
serve have very good uatu redly 
put up with all kinds of disap- 
pointments, during the past year. 
But we cannot expect this kind 
oi thing to always last. There 
is a limit to good nature and pa- 
tience. 

When a pastor goes away to 
hold protracted meetings, tbe 
home congregations must suffer. 
It makes no matter how good a 
preacher the brother is who fills 
your place, your very absence 
somewhat demoralizes matters, 
and it the thing ie kept up it is al- 
most impossible for the church 
to prosper. 

Some brother remarked to me 
a nee that tbit thing of getting in 
an "Evangelist" to hold a few 
weeks' meeting was not benefi- 
cial in the long rnn. He said a 
minister came in and aroused op 
a certain amount of enthusiasm. 
Some people who .may have been 
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"on the fence" for some time art 
induced to unite with the church. 
As the meetings proceed, and i he 
number of accessions increase, a 
peculiar excitement is created. 
And under this increased excite- 
ment many are brought into the 
church. After tbe meetings 
close, and the evangelist is gone 
away, then a reaction takes place 
which in many cases is very 
harmful to the cause. 

This was the good .brother's 
logic and conclusion. Now what 
do you think of it ? Bometimea 
we see matters in such a shape 
that it looks at it the brother 
was riijht. His theory was that 
the pastor should conduct the 
services. . 

Our opinion is that tbe same 
rule will not suit ell congrega- 
tions. We should all bo govern- 
ed by the peculiar circumstances 
that surround us. The effort to 
make one rule to suit all the 
churches wouM be a most dis- 
nnil failure. 

We have noticed too, that 
when an evangelist goes into a 
church and gets a lot oi converts, 
very little credit is given to the 
pastor; who has toiled and 
wrought for severs! months, 
against many drawbacks, to keep 
tbe church together. 

Whenever a church hns to de- 
pend upon protracted meetings 
tor all the enthusiasm and zeal 
that it manifests, that church is 
not in a healthy condition. 

There mnet be a certain amount 
ot fire in a congregation to make 
it amount to any thing. You 
know fire generates steam, and 
the steam makes the machine 
run. We should not have too 
much safety valve in the church 
engine. There are tbe too care- 
ful people, who are all the time 
opening up tbe safety valve and 
letting the steam and force escape 
and waste. All we want to doit 
to keep the steam in the proper 
direction. Too much safety valve 
is a waste of good power. You 
need the etesrn, brother, so don't 
waste it. Chain down the safety 
valve, and let it oeeapa in the 
direction that every ounce can be 
utilized. 

Oh, says brother careful, if you 

do not keep the safety valve free 

the whole thing may burst up. 

There is more danger of a church 

en^ue stopping for the want of 

eteam, than tor one to burst up 

through too much steam. Put 

tbe eteam to work, don't try to 

confine it. This will rectify the 

matter. It takes quite a lot of 

fire to keep the quantity of steam 

up. So brethren, tire up, and 

keep the fire constantly burning, 

Edward Miboh. 
■ . ■ ■ . — 

Unlets the habit leads to hap- 
piness, the best habit ie to con- 
tract none. — Zimmerman. 

The drat prayer book of Ed- 
ward VI. came into nee by au- 
thority of Parliament on Whit. 
Sunday, 1249. 

Cheerfulness it, in the first 
place, the beet promoter of 
health. Uepinings and secret 
murmurs of heart give inperoep- 
tible strokes to those delicate 
fabrics of which tbe vital parts 
are composed and wear out the 
machinery insensibly— Addison. 
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